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Whether it’s your new home or existing home, we have everything available to fulfill your plumbing needs.
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CALL NOW!
519.640.1900

Entertain in your gourmet kitchen with over-sized
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spa-like ensuite with stand-alone tub and huge walk-in dressing room.

www.agentrealtypro.com

New Stone Home Backing onto Trees...



OUR HOMES MEDIA GROUP INC:

E D I T O R I A L

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF Georgette McCulloch
georgette.mcculloch@ourhomes.ca

ASSOCIATE & WEB EDITOR Julie Simmonds
julie.simmonds@ourhomes.ca

MANAGING EDITORS Nancy Belgue, 
Adrienne Brown, Pauline Clark,  
Laurel Fortin, Walter Franczyk,  

Mary Hatt, Sarah Hoy, Gina Makkar, 
Georgette McCulloch, Annette McLeod, 

Melissa North, Jay Robinson,  
Jennifer Schleich, Melody Wren

A R T

ART DIRECTOR Tara Chattell 
tara.chattell@ourhomes.ca

ASSOCIATE ART DIRECTORS

Sheila Britton, Georgie Donais

P R O D U C T I O N

PRODUCTION DIRECTOR Lynn Derrick
lynn.derrick@ourhomes.ca

PRODUCTION MANAGERS  
Julia Dempsey, Kelly Donaldson,  

Marilyn Reid, Abby Reynolds,  
Tracy Shuttleworth, Andrea Wray

O P E R AT I O N S

PRESIDENT & CEO David Loopstra
david.loopstra@ourhomes.ca

ACCOUNTING Donna Duggan

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT Lisa Merrell

	 PUBLISHER	 David Loopstra
		  david.loopstra@ourhomes.ca

	 REGIONAL MANAGING EDITOR	 Mary Hatt
		  mary.hatt@ourhomes.ca

	 REGIONAL PRODUCTION MANAGER	 Tracy Shuttleworth
		  tracy.shuttleworth@ourhomes.ca

	 MARKETING & ADVERTISING	 Sylvie Roth, 519.851.1041
		  sylvie.roth@ourhomes.ca

		  Suzanne Strong, 519.538.4528
		  suzanne.strong@ourhomes.ca

		  Betty Ann Fawcett, 519.372.6338
		  bettyann.fawcett@ourhomes.ca

		  Holly Hewitt, 519.521.9307
		  holly.hewitt@ourhomes.ca

Advertisements and the content, including photos, of advertisements published within OUR HOMES 
magazine are supplied solely by the advertiser and neither the publisher nor OUR HOMES Media 

Group Inc. accept responsibility for opinions expressed in advertisements or for copyright issues with 
regards to photos, advertising copy and advertisements, nor shall they be held liable thereby. By act 

of reading this publication, all advertisers and readers agree to indemnify and hold harmless both 
OUR HOMES Media Group Inc., and the publisher thereby. Copyright ©2015 OUR HOMES Media 

Group Inc. All rights reserved. Reproduction without permission is prohibited. 

OUR HOMES CAN BE FOUND IN THE FOLLOWING MARKETS:

Barrie • Durham Region • Grey Bruce • Hamilton • London  
• Mississauga • Muskoka • Oakville/Burlington/Milton • Ottawa • Peterborough  

• Sault Ste. Marie & Algoma • Southern Georgian Bay • Vaughan  
• Region of Waterloo • Wellington County/Orangeville/Caledon • Windsor

For franchise inquiries please visit ourhomes.ca
Or email David Loopstra at david.loopstra@ourhomes.ca

OUR HOMES™ is a registered trademark of OUR HOMES MEDIA GROUP INC.  
OUR HOMES™ London and Middlesex County is published four times a year.

OUR HOMES™ is distributed to residents of London and Middlesex County via direct mail.  
Copies of OUR HOMES™ are available for free pick up at high traffic locations throughout 

the region. OUR HOMES™ is distributed to select business leaders via direct mail.

Please send all letters and/or feedback to OUR HOMES™ Magazine, 279 Ste. Marie St., 
Collingwood, ON Canada L9Y 3K6. Or email us at editor@ourhomes.ca. All letters received are 

subject to editing for grammar and length. If undelivered, return to above address.

C O N T R I B U T O R S

Sheila Britton, Jason Hartog, Mary Hatt, Shelby Hilson, Nicole Laidler,  
Jackie Noble, Stephanie Redmond, Melody Wren

519-681-0249  |  sales@bht-london.com519-681-0249  |  sales@bht-london.com519-681-0249  |  sales@bht-london.com
775 Wharncliffe Road South, London

519-681-0249  |  sales@bht-london.com519-681-0249  |  sales@bht-london.com519-681-0249  |  sales@bht-london.com
775 Wharn775 Wharn775 Wharn775 Wharnccccliffe Road Southliffe Road South, London London

www.bht-london.com



II DON’T GET TO RICHMOND ROW AS OFTEN AS I’D 
like but when I do I always come away thinking how pleasant an 
excursion it was. As luck would have it, in preparing our Spring 2015 
issue, I managed a few hours on the Row. 

We were there to shoot interior design vignettes and luxury 
products at Quantum, this issue’s Comfort Zone retailer (Page 36). 
Owner Joseph Branco impressed me with his commitment to local 
sourcing. During our conversation, I got quite an education on just how 
much artisanal talent this region offers and I left Quantum thinking, 
yes, we do need to really get behind our independent retailers and 
artisans. (Speaking of artisans, I am wearing a gorgeous infinity scarf 
made from vintage scarves by Mary Downs of Re/United Designs.) 
We need to get behind local suppliers, as well. All kinds of fabulous 
products and services are available here in town. There is absolutely no 
need to go further for them! 

On another day, I got talking with Rick Carter, a local contractor 
who has renovated oh-so-many beautiful homes in this city. Rick grew 
up here and went into the trades shortly after leaving high school. Over 
time he built a thriving company, Rick Carter Cabinetry, and now he 
wants to encourage young people to consider entering the trades. Rick 
says the industry is desperate for young blood. 

“I want to pass on my skills to the next generation,” Rick says.
Take a look at our Home and Renovator feature on Page 18 to see just 

how much a keener could learn from working with Rick. 
Speaking of the next generation, meet Martin and Kerri Jesko, 

this issue’s Feature homeowners (Page 30). The young couple is now 
living in the third home they’ve transformed with their unique flair for 
blending rustic and minimal styles. Martin, a custom cabinetmaker, 
studied math in university but then decided he’d enjoy carpentry more. 
And, voilà, we get to enjoy his beautiful work while he advances a 
thriving career in the trades!

If you know any young people you think might have the potential 
for a career in the skilled trades – and carpentry is but one of many – be 
sure to encourage their interest. For inspiration, show them a copy of 
OUR HOMES London and Middlesex and let them know there are 
plenty of people close by who’d be happy to help them get started.

In the meantime, enjoy spring and enjoy your home!

Mary Hatt, Managing Editor
mary.hatt@ourhomes.ca

 Follow us nationally @OurHomesMag
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 For furniture that suits your style, big or small, visit the area’s most impressive contemporary and traditional furniture retailer.

1350 Fanshawe Park W, London  |  519.473.5400

Interior and Exterior Painting

519.860.8151

A Trend is Starting...Create Yours.

www.creativetrends.ca info@creativetrends.ca

Murals and Artwork Custom Finishes
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TTHIS IS A SPECIAL ISSUE FOR OUR HOMES LONDON 
and Middlesex County. Spring 2015 marks our fourth anniversary and 
the start of our best year yet!

After such a long and harsh winter, it’s so nice to have warmth, 
colour, and sunshine around us and this Spring issue reflects that 
renewal in so many ways.

Our focus now, and over the next four years, is to continue to treat 
you to beautiful homes and engaging articles about people and places in 
your neighbourhood. 

We’re also committed to providing our advertising partners with 
the very best value in London and Middlesex County. Our advertisers 
allow us to publish this beautiful magazine, and we would like to say 
a whole-hearted thank you to everyone for your loyalty and patronage 
over these past four years.

We circulate OUR HOMES door-to-door in select London 
neighbourhoods, at home and garden shows and at select retailers 
throughout the region. Advertisers also have access to new value-adds 
in print and online at ourhomes.ca 

At OUR HOMES, we believe in Celebrating Life At Home. Our 
job is to inspire you to make your home a secure, happy and healthy 
place to live. 

We help by connecting our readers with our advertisers – London’s 
excellent builders, landscapers, real estate agents, designers, shops, 
trades and service providers. These dedicated and hard-working people 
help make our homes truly special places.

Sincerely, 
The OUR HOMES team

P.S. We had many beautiful cover choices this issue. Here are some 
others we considered. Enjoy!
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  There’s something about a glass balcony railing that adds a touch of cinematic 
class to any stairway, while a glass railing on a deck opens up the view and brings 

a contemporary look and feel to the aesthetics of the environment. 
Add a greater sense of space because of the glass transparency and because the 

glass is tempered and quite thick, it’s surprisingly strong and sturdy.
 

Call us for a FREE consultation on how to integrate 
the beauty of a glass railing into your home environment!

330-A Exeter Rd. London, ON.

info@glass-canada.com • 519.642.4100 • www.glass-canada.com

We custom design and build both interior and 
exterior GLASS RAILINGS, and they’re designed 

to stand up to the elements for years to come.

TOPSOIL &
LANDSCAPE 

SUPPLIES

Topsoil
Triple Mix

Mulch • Sand
Stone • Gravel
Paving Stones
Retaining Wall

Stones

519.690.0003
www.vnptopsoil.com

Where all your outdoor projects begin...
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OUTSIDE
THE HOUSE

PHOTOGRAPHY JACKIE NOBLE
1  HYDE PARK FEED  

& COUNTRY STORE

Bird Feeders
Wow your feathered friends this spring 
with the whimsical Amish designed-
and-built woodpecker feeder (black 
oil sunflower seeds or shelled peanuts 
recommended), or the Aspects sturdy 
quick-clean Big Tube, featuring six 
feeding ports and a lifetime guarantee.

1830 Gainsborough Rd., London 
519.471.6870 | hydeparkfeed.com 

2  FEATHERFIELDS, THE BIRD  
AND GARDEN STORE

Copper Fountain
Local artisan Dave Murray crafted this 
one-of-a kind copper and stone garden 
fountain, approximately 18-inches high, 
12-inches wide and 12-inches deep. 
The fountain is electrically powered to 
re-circulate its water supply. Pretty on 
a patio table or down in the garden 
amongst the plants. 

1570 Hyde Park Rd., #5, London 
519.474.1165 | featherfields.com 

3  COPPS BUILDALL

Sofa and Table
Gather ‘round your outdoor living 
space on the comfy cushions of this 
PVC wicker set. It’s a sectional, making 
a variety of seating arrangements 
possible. The coffee table features 
a transparent glass top and the sofa 
pieces have steel frames. 

45 York St., London | 519.679.9000 
2090 Dundas St., London | 519.659.9989  
1640 Fanshawe Park Rd. W., London | 519.472.3648 
4333 Colonel Talbot Rd., London | 519.652.3575 
coppsbuildall.com

Continued on page 16

It’s that time again! See what’s 
available around London to spice 
up outdoor living.

1

2

3

Whether you prefer a privacy shower made of tinted or textured glass, overall or 
decorative etched appearance, or an open-vista enclosure with floor-to-ceiling 

glass walls and doors, we can custom design, build and install any shower space 
you wish. If you want a steam-room like environment, we can suggest a 

transom-like window to really enhance the experience. 
We also supply and install all the hardware for the enclosures.

 
Contact us today! We provide FREE estimates on all projects.

330-A Exeter Rd. London, ON.

info@glass-canada.com • 519.642.4100 • www.glass-canada.com

We offer custom GLASS SHOWER ENCLOSURES 
that add a modern touch 

to any bathroom renovation.

London Ontario’s Best Choice for High Quality, Custom Designed & Handmade Solid Wood Furniture.

519.576.6732 | www.trulywoodfurniture.ca | mennonite.furniture@hotmail .com

Built to Last a Lifetime.

Up to 
30% 
off

Trails End Farmers Market - Open Saturdays Only - Upstairs Inside Main Building.
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5  REDECOR CONSIGNMENT 
FINE FURNISHINGS AND 
HOME ACCENTS

Garden Art
Place these two ceramic frogs in your 
garden for decorative effect, or on 
your patio or deck as vases. Cute 
and colourful, they will add whimsical 
flourish to your outdoor living space 
this spring.

1055 Sarnia Rd., London 
226.884.4144 | redecorconsign.com

4  KISS THE COOK KITCHEN SHOP

Pizza Griddle
Go from barbecue to table with Le 
Creuset’s new pizza griddle. Both stylish 
and functional, the griddle comes in 
classic Le Creuset colours and will be a 
favourite for all kinds of outdoor fare, 
from pizza to pancakes. In cast iron, the 
griddle works just as nicely inside on 
the stove! 

551 Richmond St., #1A, London 
519.850.5477 | www.kissthecookonline.com 

6  LONDON BATH CENTRE

Outdoor Shower
Rubinet’s stainless-steel shower in a 
satin nickel finish is ready to install. 
There is an eight-inch shower head, 
a pressure balance valve and a foot 
rinse to get rid of unwanted dirt before 
going inside. Add a surround for 
privacy, then enjoy refreshing outdoor 
showers all spring and summer. 

596 Wharncliffe Rd. S., London 
519.686.0499 | londonbathcentre.ca  OH

4

5

6

ActiveLifestyle Community
 in Kincardine

519-396-5531 | inverlyn@bmts.com   |  www.inverlynlakeestates.com

What’s in YOUR backyard!

Just steps from the  
sandy shore of Lake  
Hurons’ “Boiler Beach”
- 90 acre Private Woodland 
- Clubhouse
- Salt Water Pool
- Dock
- 8 km of trails
- Dog Run
- RV Storage
- Woodworking Shop
… and More

Buy from

in 2015 and receive 1 year of 
FREE Condo Fees 
and maintenance included!

MacGregor
Enterprises
H O M E S

Built Right!

INVERLYN LAKE
ESTATES

Featuring easy living Bungalows in a Free Hold Condominium Community

MacGregor_London_SP15.indd   1 15-04-21   3:46 PM
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AAfter a lifetime of travelling 
the world and several years 
living on Canada’s West 
Coast, this couple decided 
it was time to put down 
roots. A large network of 
friends drew them back to 
the Forest City, where they 
have created their forever 
home in London’s Old North 
neighbourhood.

“I am ready to nest,” the homeowner says. 
At an age when most might look to downsize 
to the convenience of a condominium or 
apartment life, this dog-loving couple chose 
to design a home renovation that will allow 
them to age in place. “This is my eighteenth 
move, so it was important to get it right,” 
the homeowner says, adding “I want to go 
out of this house toes first. We know how 
important it is for people to be able to stay in 
their house for as long as possible, so we tried 
to think ahead.”

STORY NICOLE LAIDLER
PHOTOGRAPHY JASON HARTOG

FOOD STYLING STEEL GRILL CATERING INC.

ABOVE: The owners made sure their 
renovation included plenty of wall space 
in the kitchen and sunroom for treasured 
pieces. TOP RIGHT: Three generations 
under one roof, L-R: Whimsy, her 
daughter, Flirt and Flirt’s daughter, 
Floozie. RIGHT: Art and antiques 
gathered during years of travel fill the 
home. OPPOSITE TOP: The eclectic 
dining room decor means the room is as 
comfortable for a pizza night as it is for 
a formal feast. OPPOSITE BOTTOM: 
Georgian Bay’s sparkling waters in 
Margarethe Vanderpas’s three-panel 
image welcome visitors. The foyer also 
features a side table from Warehouse 
74 Vintage Industrial Home Furnishings 
in Lucan, and wide-plank ash floors that 
continue throughout the home. 

PUTTING 
DOWNroots

Continued on page 20
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The couple moved to their cottage for six months while the work 
was being completed, staying in contact with Carter by email and 
checking in on the project every two weeks. Today, the house is a 
gracious blend of modern finishes and traditional charm that reflects 
the couple’s personal history and taste.

“The heart of the home is always the kitchen, so I wanted it to flow 
and be an open space,” says the homeowner, sitting at a custom-built 
butcher-block table by Rick Carter Cabinetry.

With the basement staircase now relocated, the kitchen and adjoining 
sunroom provide a large, flexible space for entertaining or relaxation. New 
french doors, by Cameron Window and Door Inc., lead to the garden 
and bathe the room in natural light, even during the winter months.

As art lovers, the couple wanted plenty of wall space, even in 
the kitchen. The efficient design and new cabinetry – as well as the 
addition of a walk-in pantry tucked away in the hall – provide ample 
storage and leave plenty of room to display the couple’s collection.

Many beloved pieces have moved with their owners, including a set 
of kitchen cupboard doors painted with whimsical chickens by artist 
Peter Costello.

“I’ve moved those cupboards from our farm to the West Coast 
and back,” says the homeowner. The off-white, shaker-style cabinets 
complement the grey, garnet-speckled granite counter tops from 
Classic Granite and Marble Ltd. Hardwood ash flooring, from 
Huron Flooring Ltd., gives the kitchen a relaxed, country-feel and is 
used throughout the ground floor.

The sunroom, furnished with pieces collected over the years, is a 
favourite spot for reading. A striking painting of red horses by Florida 
artist Holly Manneck provides a visual focal point and a splash of bright 
colour against the walls, painted a tranquil Sesame by Benjamin Moore.

The home’s formal dining room is located at the front of the house. 
Thanks to an eclectic mix of antiques – including a dining room table 
dating from 1840s Quebec – the space feels anything but stuffy.

“I often think about how many people wrote cheques, did their 
homework or wrote love letters at this table,” the homeowner says. “It’s 
very rustic and quite beat up, but I think it has so much character.”

The room is painted a serene shade of Blue Grass by Benjamin 
Moore, a colour that continues throughout the ground floor. As avid 
readers, the couple needed a space for their extensive book collection. A 

Built in 1951, the 3,000 sq. ft. four-bedroom home underwent 
extensive renovations by Rick Carter Cabinetry to create the 
comfortable and practical living space that greets visitors today. “They 
bought the home because it had good bones, but the interior had very 
dated finishes,” says Carter, a self-described “old-school tradesman,” 
who has been running his own business for almost 40 years. “As a 
tradesman, you have to be price conscious but you also have to be very 
quality-oriented because you want to develop a loyal clientele,” he 
notes. His company had renovated an old farmhouse for this couple 
many years before, and he was delighted to help them realize their 
vision once again.

Their original plan – to open up the kitchen and sunroom by 
relocating the stairway to the basement and replacing the home’s 
flooring, windows and trim – soon grew in scope when Carter discovered 
that the electrical wiring needed to be replaced. They hired Renco 
Electrical Contractors to handle that job. Carter and the homeowners 
reasoned that, while they were at it, they should replace the trim and 
interior doors. “In the end, this really added to the wow factor of the 
renovation,” the homeowner says.

LEFT: The owners kept their new kitchen largely free of uppers thanks to an 
ample pantry cupboard located elsewhere in the room. TOP LEFT: The cheerful 
room incorporates leaded waterfall glass-front cupboards with a pair of doors 
painted in hen images that the owners brought from a former home. TOP RIGHT: 
Contractor Rick Carter designed and built the table-style island. OPPOSITE: The 
owners say Carter’s crowning achievement in their renovation was the built-in wall 
unit he created for their many books and collectibles. Here and elsewhere there 
are plenty of seating options for the book-crazy couple who, happily, have been 
getting used to the frequent comment, “This house is so soothing and peaceful.”

Continued on page 22
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large, previously unfinished room at the back 
of the house provided the perfect solution. 
After adding electricity, insulation, new 
windows and flooring, the room is now an 
elegant library overlooking the back garden.

The wall-to-wall bookshelf, custom-made 
by Rick Carter Cabinetry, is a showcase of 
design and function. “This is a great example 
of the exquisite work Rick does, he’s a real 
craftsman,” the homeowner says.

Constructed out of maple and painted a 
striking red, the 17-foot long and nine-foot 
high unit looks like one piece but is actually 
16 separate pieces joined by hidden fasteners, 
Carter explains.

The ground-floor master bedroom is 
located just off the library – a practical spot 
for a couple hoping to stay put for many 
years to come. The couple decided to steal 
space from an enormous en suite bathroom 
to create room for the kitchen pantry and 
an expanded main-floor powder room. The 
master bath is, however, still large enough to 
accommodate a spacious walk-in shower and 
plenty of storage.

Moving the washer and dryer from the 
basement to a main-floor mudroom located 
off the garage was another decision guided by 
practicality and foresight.

Three charming bedrooms and 
another bathroom are ready to welcome 
visitors upstairs.

“This is a very personal home,” notes the 
homeowner. “It’s a mish-mash. It’s evolved. 
Everything has come from a different place 
and a different time in our lives. Nothing goes 
together, but it works for us.”  OH

TOP LEFT: The 
master bedroom is 
conveniently located 
on the main floor 
and furnished with 
antiques. ABOVE: 
Carter cut the size of 
the master bathroom 
in order to add a 
main-floor powder 
room on the other side 
of the wall. The space 
is roomy nonetheless 
and pleasingly mixes 
functionality with 
decorative finishes like 
the mirror and sconces 
above the sink. LEFT: 
The renovation added 
a spacious hallway to 
connect the kitchen 
and sunroom to 
the library.

TRANSFORMING •  DESIGNING •  DECORATION •  STAGING •  DECLUT TERING

INNOVATIVE. TIMELESS. INSPIRING.

519.673.3382 | info@rickcarter.ca | www.rickcarter.ca
848 Dundas St., E., Unit 4, London, ON N5W 2Z7

bedroom  dining  living  occasional  design

Quantum- Verdi Opening Soon!

ourhomesmagazine.com/durham

Please email cover letter and resumé to
david.loopstra@ourhomes.ca

ourhomes.ca/london

Sales Associate position available for

OUR HOMES London
Offering flexible hours and unlimited earning potential for the  right 
talented individual. Candidate must be a highly motivated, detail 

oriented, experienced sales professional with outstanding 
interpersonal skills and who is proficient at closing. 

Magazine sales experience an asset.
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PLAN YOUR GARDEN

POLISH MOJITO

More 
HOME TOURS

CHOCOLATE
CARAMEL TART

Celebrate life at home with more home tours, 
design ideas, tips for outdoor, DIYs and  
recipes at ourhomes.ca

Join The Conversation 
On Social Media >>> twitter.com/

ourhomesmag
pinterest.com/
ourhomesmag

facebook.com/
ourhomesmag

online ca
C E L E B R A T I N G  L I F E  A T  H O M E  

TODAY ON

CHARITABLE REGISTRATION NUMBER  11924 6544 RR0001

WESTON FAMILY CONSERVATION CENTRE; PHOTO BY LIZ SAUNDERS.

We dream of a country where each new generation can explore rugged shorelines, wide-open 
prairies and vast forests. A place where wildlife can thrive.

This is the vision that drives the Nature Conservancy of Canada. We identify the land, we 
secure it, and we protect it. Forever. It’s that simple and that effective. But we can’t do it alone.

To fi nd out how you can help, visit natureconservancy.ca  1-800-465-8005

WHAT’S YOUR VISION 

for Canada?

facebook.com/natureconservancy.ca

twitter.com/NCC_CNC   #Time4Nature                                                             



LLiving a decluttered life in a 
streamlined, simplified house sounds 
easy. Why is it so difficult? 

It is generally true that “outer order contributes to inner calm,” as 
Gretchen Rubin writes in her bestselling book The Happiness Project. 
Massive decluttering is likely to leave you feeling lighter. Your first step 
should be getting rid of things, and then there will be less to organize. 

Choose experiences over material goods. Get familiar with your 
stuff and your spending habits. Experientialists are not against 
spending, not even against stuff, but they are against having too much 
of the wrong stuff. Making sure your possessions play a healthy role 
in your life and knowing exactly what you own leads to the following 
question: Do my things give me experiences and make me happy, or are 
they creating debt, stress and unhappiness? 

One way of finding out what you need is to put everything you are 
unsure about in a box or garbage bag. Over the next month, take out 
items as you need them. By the end of the month, you will know what 
you don’t use because it will still be in the box. Your next step is doing 
it for six months. 

Start anywhere – do any small thing to train the brain that change 
is coming. Once you are in the mindset to declutter, the following steps 
will help you get started: 

One of the easiest methods to subscribe to is the 

four-box method: 

• Decide which room you are starting on and line up boxes in the 
following categories: keep, sell, charity, trash. Place each item 
from every room into one of the four categories. Some rooms 
will take hours, and others will take days. But the technique and 
principles remain the same.

• Consider each item individually. Be ruthless and if you can’t be, 
make sure someone is helping you that can question everything 

you decide to keep. Whatever is in the keep pile, look at 
it a second time.

• Pick up one item at a time and make an instant decision – when 
was the last time you used this? If you haven’t used it in a few 
months (six months at the longest), get rid of it, excluding 
seasonal clothes, of course.

Deal With Each Box

• Keep Pile: if you decide to keep it, organize it before you put it 
away, keeping similar items together. You might have scattered 
notebooks and stationary – keep it all together in a nice-looking 
container in the office area of your home. 

• Sell pile: List it immediately on Kijiji or Craigslist and keep it 
separate from the remaining items to sort so you aren’t tempted 
to keep it. List it for a reasonable price with a photo, description 
and measurements so it sells quickly. 

• Charity Pile: Donate as much as possible. Most charities are 
willing to pick up large pieces, otherwise load up the car and 
deliver as soon as you can to keep things moving. If you hold 
onto an item too long, there might be a temptation to keep it. 

• Trash Pile: Papers often fall into this category. For anything you 
can use for tax purposes, the general rule of thumb in Canada is 
to save pertinent financial records for seven years. 

Henry David Thoreau, everyone’s favourite 
19th-century hut-dwelling minimalist 
expressed the sense that owning 
things constitutes a spiritual 
burden. He advocated simplicity; 
not throwing out so much 
as not acquiring them in the 
first place.  OH

THE LUXURY OF LESS
STORY MELODY WREN | ILLUSTRATION SHEILA BRITTON

“Have nothing in your home that 
you do not know to be useful or 
believe to be beautiful.” 

 – William Morris

Organizing_Remove_clutter_GD.indd   2 2015-03-05   12:18 PM

For more information call 
519.842.9090

www.gentrachomes.com

the love your home experience™

Come see our newest model home 
at London’s Woodholme Park.

104 Shane St., Unit 2B 
Springmount Industrial Park
Owen Sound

 519-378-3590
www.customsoda.ca
ecostore@customsoda.ca

Log home maintenance   |   Deck refinishing 
Brick cleaning and sealing   |   Interior and exterior painting

Hot water and steam cleaning for dirt and mildew.
Removing efflorescence from brick and masonry. 

NEW! Environmentally safe dry ice blasting 
for removing old coatings from interior and exterior wood. 
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W
One such herb, which brings our spring 
gardens to life with its sweet, fresh scent, 
is mint. Scientifically known as Mentha, 
mint has more than two dozen species and 
hundreds of varieties.

Mint is somewhat of an overachiever in 
the natural health world with a list of benefits 
that is long and impressive. It contains an 
antioxidant known as rosmarinic acid, which 
has anti-inflammatory properties and has 
been studied for its effectiveness in relieving 
seasonal allergies. It also acts as a natural 
decongestant, helps ease sore throats, aids 
upset stomachs and indigestion, speeds 
the digestion process, relieves nausea and 
headaches, and is a natural stimulant, which 

can give you a boost and help you focus when 
you’re feeling depressed, anxious, fatigued 
or sluggish. We also know that mint helps to 
freshen our breath and gives many products, 
like toothpaste, their refreshing flavour. 

So, how can we incorporate this beneficial 
and refreshing spring herb into our daily lives? 
Simple… add it to your drinks.

Fresh mint can enhance the quality and 
taste of so many refreshments. Add it to your 
water to help with nausea or fatigue, or simply 
to enjoy its wonderful flavour. Toss in a lemon 
wedge and getting your eight glasses a day 
won’t feel like a chore anymore.

Give your guests a taste of spring with one 
of these simple, pretty and refreshing drinks:

RE-FRESH-MINT
STORY SHELBY HILSON

• Add all ingredients to a high-
powered blender and blend until 
smooth. Serve immediately.  OH

MINT SUPERFOOD SMOOTHIE  
Makes one 16 oz serving

1 cup almond or coconut milk

8-10 leaves fresh mint (try 
chocolate mint variety)

1 frozen banana

½ cup spinach

1 tbsp cacao nibs

1 tbsp hemp seeds

2 medjool dates, pitted

1 scoop protein powder

½ cup ice 

This powerhouse smoothie is hearty 
enough to replace a meal and a great 
way to start the day or give you that 
afternoon pick-me-up. 

When we read about the world’s healthiest foods, 
the focus is often on fruits and vegetables, but fresh 
herbs offer some of the highest medicinal benefits 
and are, quite frankly, delicious! 

MINT & GINGER LEMONADE  
Makes 4 servings

½ cup chopped fresh mint leaves

⅓ cup chopped fresh ginger

⅓ cup raw honey

2 cups boiling water

Juice of 2 lemons

1 ½ cups cold water

With the addition of ginger and 
raw honey, this tasty drink boasts 
even more health benefits and is a 
wonderful solution for upset stomach 
and indigestion.

• Combine mint, ginger and honey 
in a bowl. Add boiling water. Let 
steep for half hour. Strain into 
juice jug, extracting as much 
liquid as possible. Add lemon 
juice and cold water. Pour over 
ice and garnish with mint leaves 
and lemon slices. 

Good Taste_Herb Drinks.indd   2 2015-02-02   10:20 AM

519-433-2253 (CAKE) 
275 Wharncliffe Road North
www.heycupcake.ca

Find us on 
Open 7 Days a Week (except for Statutory Holidays)

is a unique cupcake, cookie and cake 
design company in London. We cater 
to clientele who have a whimsical 
sense of style. Each cookie, cupcake 
and custom cake is designed just 
for you! We use only the freshest 
and finest ingredients baked from 
scratch... and created with a whole 
lotta lovin’. 

Hey, Cupcake!

Since 

2008

(Gluten Free Options Available)

  

 

•

1055 Sarnia Road (just east of Hyde Park Rd.) 
519.474.6669
www.naturalpaws.ca

STORE HOURS:
Monday to Friday 10-6pm,
Saturday 9-5pm and Sunday 12-4pm

RAW:
Beef, chicken, 

fi sh, turkey, lamb, 
rabbit and duck

GRAIN FREE:
Go Now -Acana 
Orijen - Pulsar
and ZiwiPeak

DOG & CAT
GROOMING

Open 7am to 6pm | Monday - Friday
     • Shared Group Environment
                • Indoor and Outdoor Play Areas
                           • Full Day and Half Day Visits
                                      • 10 and 20 day Packages Available
                                                   • Reservations Required

519.453.8222  steelgrill.com

Weddings  .  Corporate  .  Cocktail Receptions

Catering to London’s f inest venues & 
p rivat e pa rt i e s. . . with personality.

SOME OF THE PLACES
YOU CAN FIND US.

Many of our advertisers also have OUR HOMES on display in 
their establishments for you to pick up and enjoy! Look for 

them while visiting all the great places throughout the Region!

You can pick up your free copy of
OUR HOMES at the following locations:

OUR HOMES is also sent via direct mail (Canada Post) 
to homes in the county; it is also distributed free of 
charge to business leaders throughout the region.

Complete and comprehensive coverage throughout Middlesex County: 
LONDON, MIDDLESEX COUNTY AND SURROUNDING AREAS INCLUDING, 

KOMOKA, LAMBETH, WOODSTOCK, DORCHESTER, PORT STANLEY,  
ST. THOMAS, MOUNT BRYDGES, ARVA, GRAND BEND, THORNDALE, EXETER, 

BAYFIELD, ST MARY’S, ILDERTON, LUCAN and all points in between.

Sobeys  Grand Bend

Remark  1190 Oxford Street West, London

Fisher & Company  515 Richmond Street, London

Top Notch Hair Design & Esthetic  26 Kilworth Park Dr., Komoka

Black Walnut Bakery Café  134 Wortley Road, London

Purdy Natural  111 Mount Pleasant Ave, London

Canada Games Aquatic Centre  London Aquatic Centre

Sherwood Forest Mall  Wonderland Road

Trails End Farmers Market  Thorndale

The Salad Bowl  Covent Garden Market

Jennings Furniture  St. Thomas

Rona  Wonderland Road

East Side Mario’s  Fanshawe Park Road, East • Wellington Road

Angelo’s Italian Bakery & Deli  Wonderland Road North

Peter’s Cleaners  Adelaide Street North

The Bungalow Restaurant  Waterloo Street

Hey, Cupcake!  275 Wharncliffe Road North

McHardy Vacuum  1225 Wonderland Road North

Fresh Co.  Wonderland Road South • Adelaide Street North

Foodland  88 King St. E., Forest Ontario 
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Martin, however, couldn’t resist the 
unique structure of his new find, a 1970s 
contemporary surrounded by woods, just west 
of the city. When its price tag finally dropped 
into their range, he set about talking his wife 
into taking on another project.

The home’s contemporary cedar-clad 
exterior had made a favourable first 
impression on both Martin and Kerri. 

“We loved its architecture, shape and cool 
lines,” Martin says.

Inside, however, was another story and 
another reason for Kerri’s initial reluctance to 

SPACIOUS 
AND SERENE
STORY MARY HATT 
PHOTOGRAPHY JASON HARTOG
FOOD STYLING HEY CUPCAKE!

Martin and Kerri Jesko are hip and modern, so the 
young couple kind of surprised themselves by falling 
for a home built 40 years ago. Besides, when the 
house first came on the real estate market in 2012, 
Kerri was in no mood to move. They had just finished 
full-scale renovations to a home in a popular London 
neighbourhood where she was looking forward to 
raising their two boys.

OPPOSITE: The family room is the 
home’s go-to refuge, with comfortable, 
fireside seating and a built-in bar 
on one wall fitted with a trough sink 
for chilling drinks and spalted wood 
storage cabinets. FAR LEFT: Bright 
white makes a perfect backdrop for 
plated food like the whimsical cake 
from Hey Cupcake! LEFT: Clean lines 
and warm wood accents continue in 
the mudroom. BELOW: Working at the 
kitchen sink is a pleasure when taking 
in wooded views through the big-scale 
picture window. The clutter-free space 
is visually pleasing as well, thanks to 
plenty of storage drawers and cabinets.

Continued on page 32
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that opens off the entryway welcomes visitors with sight lines to the 
lovely woods behind the house. The live-edge, lustrous wood dining 
table and large-scale painting on distressed wood, by Matt Durant, 
warm the room while the chandelier (Living Lighting) echoes the 
contemporary-style dining chairs. 

To the right of the foyer is a cosy sunken living room. It’s become 
a favourite hideaway for Kerri and her friends, with casual seating 
surrounding a brick wood-burning fireplace. Going left from the 
foyer, one arrives in the spacious new kitchen and family room, which 
opens through sliding glass doors (Gentek Building Products) to 

a back deck at one end. Not surprisingly, this part of the house, with a 
big-screen TV and a fireplace that Martin re-styled and retrofitted from 
wood burning to gas, is command central for most family activities. It is 
also a party zone when the Jeskos entertain. 

“I wanted a floating island in the kitchen,” Martin says of the 
statement-piece look he achieved by using special lighting to separate 
the quartz counter top from the base of the island. Bernardo Group 
Ltd. supplied counter surfaces in the kitchen and throughout the home.

The contemporary work space also features a sleek sink and faucet 
from London Bath Centre, and German-made Hettich hardware 

buy the property. It was dark and dated, with heavy drapes blocking 
magnificent views of the landscape. 

In the end, Martin, who owns Martin Jesko Custom Cabinetry, 
convinced her he could work magic on the 4,000 sq. ft. interior.

The goal was to bring natural light into the home and improve flow 
between the main level’s principal living areas. Martin loaded design 
plans for the reno onto his computer, making it easy to fiddle around 
with the dimensions of spaces he wanted to change. The Jeskos then 
replaced time-worn structural features and finishes to maximize the 
artistic impact of their home’s original angles and sunken living spaces. 

Kosmos Electric put in a new electrical system and old tile 
flooring was replaced with grey-stained rustic maple (supplied by 
BreezeWood Floors and installed by Martin). The dreary original 
panelling was ripped out and DiCola Interiors Ltd. installed new 
drywall. The walls were painted American White and accented by 
Basic Blue on the kitchen ceiling, both colours are by Benjamin Moore.

Getting rid of those heavy drapes was a top priority. In fact, they 
ended up replacing all windows to reclaim what they consider one 
of their home’s prize features, its connection to the outdoors. Since 
completion of the six-month renovation, the step-down dining room 

ABOVE LEFT: Martin custom- 
fitted his boys’ rooms with lots of 
closet space, storage and built-in 
desks and beds. ABOVE RIGHT: 
The big striped-wood cabinet in 
the boys’ bathroom adds a funky 
touch. FAR LEFT: The stairwell 
features a wall of gallery-size 
proportions for showing off 
statement art by Martin’s friend, 
Matt Durant. LEFT: Kerri’s cosy 
office, with stylish storage 
designed by Martin, is also on 
the upper level. OPPOSITE, 
TOP: The living room, tucked 
into one side of the main level, 
blends rustic finishes - notably 
the brick fireplace surround, 
beamed ceiling and mantel - with 
contemporary decor. BOTTOM 
LEFT: Another intriguing Durant 
creation graces the dining room. 
BOTTOM RIGHT: Decorative, 
free-flying birds were applied to 
the wall by Martin and the boys. 
The family uses their dining table 
most frequently to play board 
games like Clue.

Continued on page 34
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supplied by Commonwealth Plywood 
Co. Ltd. The stove and refrigerator, fully 
integrated behind high-gloss white cabinetry, 
were supplied by Goemans Appliances as 
were two built-in dishwashers, known as dish 
drawers, by New Zealand-based manufacturer 
Fisher & Paykel. 

“At first, I really missed having a stainless 
fridge because that is where I could put up 
things the kids drew,” Kerri says. “But now, I 
wouldn’t change a thing. I just love the clean 
look of this kitchen!”

Martin and Mark Deren of Mark Deren 
Custom Metal Design designed a new 
stairway to the upper level (Heritage Stair 
& Railing Co. Ltd.), finished off in glass and 
metal. Major renovations continued upstairs 
with Martin and his crew tearing out seven 
poky bedrooms and replacing them with a 
spacious master suite plus bedrooms and a 
bathroom for the boys. 

Special features in the kids’ bathroom 
include the high-gloss white vanity paired 
with the striped, ebony veneer storage 
cupboard. Dad also built gorgeous wood 
shelves and beds in their rooms, adding comfy 

rustic elements to the Jesko’s minimalist style. 
In fact, Martin created standout wood features 
throughout the home, his favourite being the 
walnut finishes, and Kerry’s the spalted maple 
in the mudroom. 

The master suite, featuring soaring ceilings 
and a stunning light fixture from Guildwood 
Lighting & Fireside, opens to a spa-like 
bathroom with a huge double shower, a soaker 
tub and a toilet cleverly hidden inside a bench 
(London Bath). A former tiny bedroom was 
turned into a walk-in closet off the master.

Above the garage is a work-out room that 
connects to the rest of the upstairs through 
a compact office that Martin built for Kerri, 
a graphic designer specializing in custom 
wedding invitations. He kitted her cheerful 
space in spalted beech wood shelving and 
a built-in desk.

Their renovations are, for the most part, 
behind them, and the Jeskos are now in 
agreement: moving here was the right call. 
Fortunately, Martin assures his wife they 
are here to stay. 

“I’m tired of renovating my own homes,” he 
says. “Now it’s time for the family.”  OH

TOP LEFT: Like elsewhere in the home, the 
master bedroom combines woodsy touches 
with modern lines. TOP RIGHT: A sliding barn 
door separates the master from the spacious 
en suite bath and commode-style toilet. 
ABOVE: A well-organized, windowed walk-in 
closet, formerly a tiny bedroom, completes 
the master suite.

 believe 
THE FUTURE 
BELONGS TO THOSE WHO 
 beautyIN THE

OF 
THEIR 
DREAMS.

600 WHARNCLIFFE ROAD SOUTH   LONDON   ON

www.modernlivinglondon.com 519.649.0686
A PLACE IN THE CITY. A COLLECTION OF STYLES.

DESIGNED FOR THE WAY YOU LIVE.

bainultra.combainultra.com

Sleek, pure, organic lines  
that reveal a vast interior  
bathing space to relax  
completely in peace  
and serenity.

EVANESCENCETM

London Bath Centre
T  :  5 1 9 . 6 8 6 . 0 4 9 9     /      F  :  5 1 9 . 6 8 6 . 7 0 9 7

w w w . l o n d o n b a t h c e n t r e . c a

available at

Visit Our New Location:
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THE PLACE: In the words of founder 

Joseph Branco, Quantum Furnishings + 

Design is the little store that carries a lot. 

And, he adds, in bringing this pleasant 

abundance to the people of London he 

has always had a simple wish: that anyone 

coming into the store will feel good about 

being here. That must be happening since 

Quantum has been on Richmond Row 

for 15 years. Yet in today’s online world, 

in-store customer experience matters 

more than ever, Joseph explains. It’s why 

he and designer Adam Mackowiac are 

about to turn one side of Quantum into 

a sophisticated design centre, Quantum 

Verdi, featuring a display kitchen, fabric 

by the yard, flooring samples plus a 

model wine cellar and in-home cigar 

room. Joseph is proud that much of 

what he carries is made in Canada if not 

in London. “I’m over the moon about 

the way Canadian manufacturers are 

designing furniture now,” he says. 

Quantum’s Canadian lines include 

Dinec, Marcantonio Designs and Van 

Gogh Designs, to name a few.

THE STYLE: You’ll be welcomed by 

the pleasant strains of classical music, 

and clean transitional furnishings and 

PHOTOGRAPHY JACKIE NOBLE 

LITTLE BIG 
STORE

Continued on page 38

Joseph Branco

580 Horton St., London   519-438-5159

b e r n a r d o g r o u p . c o m

granite, marble, quartz, soapstone, counter tops,  
walls & floors, fireplaces fabrication & installation

Your designs... delivered.

granite | marble | quartz

1673 Richmond St., London ON
londonnorth@livinglighting.com

www.livinglighting.com/store/london-north

London’s Best
Lighting Store

4 Years Running!

Tillsonburg, Ontario Canada
www.breezewoodfloors.ca

Your local source for Para paints and 
Sansin wood and floor stains

PLUS
NEW! PENOFIN Oils - Brazilian Rosewood Oils

TIMBER PRO penetrating stains
Rot-Fix epoxies

Wood strippers, cleaners and sealers
Smith & Co. Epoxies & sealers
System Three wood repair kits
Timber Tec log home chinking

Concrete primers & sealers
Duckback and Wood Plus stains

Full range of blast media

EQUIPMENT RENTALS
Serving both the Handyman and Professional

104 Shane St., Unit 2A, Springmount Industrial Park, Owen Sound
519-372-1221     www.paintwoodcare.com
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accessories grouped in vignettes. The 

store is casual, with displays, lamps and 

art work lining brick walls and unique 

ceiling fixtures contributing to a soft, 

modern vibe. Looking for a gift? Consider 

luxurious bath products by Lothantique 

or a whimsical outdoor accessory. Need 

a new chair? Don’t leave without trying 

Dutailier’s Canadian-made Italian leather 

recliner, exclusive to Quantum. If you 

would like to discuss a project, Joseph 

and his team are always on hand or, if you 

prefer, an in-home consultation can be 

easily arranged. Helping people one-on-

one, from the smallest of purchases to 

planning an entire home, is what Joseph 

loves most about Quantum. “This is the 

energy that keeps us going,” he says. 

“My personal gratification comes from 

knowing I’ve been able to help someone 

bring a vision to reality.” 

WHAT’S HOT: Trending are medium 

to lighter wood finishes for floors and 

furniture. Concrete counters and coffee 

tables are huge.

SPECIAL MENTION: “If I could, I would 

source everything in my store locally 

and feature only one-of-a kind pieces. I 

believe in uniqueness.”

GET THERE: 487 Richmond St., London 

519.438.5944 

quantumfurnishings.com  OH

NOW OPEN 
SUNDAYS* See sales associate for details.

Price Match
Guarantee*

We Service
What We Sell*

Locally owned & operated 
for over 40 Years

Free Local
Delivery*

21593 Richmond St. N. • 519.660.8314 • www.arvaappliances.com • STORE HOURS:  Mon. to Wed. 9-6 • Thurs. and Fri. 9-8 • Sat. 9-5 • Sun. 12-4

When you purchase a 36” or 48” Professional Range OR
 a Double Wall Oven and a 36” Cooktop

GET AN 
EMERALD™ 
DISHWASHER 
FOR 
FREE

When you purchase one of the previous cooking options 
AND Classic 42” or 48” Refrigerator OR a 36” 2 or 3 door 

refrigerator OR 2 Freedom® column units 

BONUS
GET A 
VENTILATION 
SYSTEM

FREE

 
 

GET AN 
EMERALD™

DISHWASHER
FOR

$500

SAVINGS UP TO

$6,647

When you purchase a 30” Professional Range OR
a Single Wall Oven and a 30” or larger Cooktop

516 John Street North – Unit 2-1A, Aylmer, ON  |  519.773.3793  |  info(at)mobelhaus.ca

We are a custom kitchen, bath, and commercial cabinetry shop. 
We specialize in unique designs ranging from high-gloss, 
ultra modern, contemporary, to reclaimed or traditional styles. 
Serving all of Southwestern Ontario from the GTA 
Kitchener Waterloo | London | Windsor
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From our pets to our windows, 
springtime is all about freshening up. 
Meet some folks with great ideas for 
getting our homes ship shape. 

PHOTOGRAPHY JACKIE NOBLE

Continued on page 42

RITES 
OF

 SPRING

SYLVIE ROTH 
Sylvie’s Interior Design

What areas of the house usually need the most tidying up 
between seasons? As the weather changes, the entranceway 
needs to become quickly functional with items for spring. Keep 
your things in a wire basket for a clean, minimalist look. They 
will be easy to find, too.

Do you have any “editing” advice when it comes to 
de-cluttering? Let’s start the season by letting go of ordinary 
items. How about displaying and wearing only your favourites?

What decorative touches can be added to household 
organization? I recommend a good-quality rolling rack with 
your most beautiful pieces, or a series of hooks on the wall for 
your accessories. They look great and are easily reached.

LYNN GRUSHKA
Enjo

What’s your secret for great windows? Just ENJO and water. 
Products leave a residue behind, causing streaks. The ENJO 
Glove cleans windows better with just water. Be sure to dry them 
with ENJOfil to ensure a streak-free finish. The ENJO glove is 
also amazing for cleaning screens with just water.

What about big jobs? Try the Combi Wiper for exterior, 
large or hard-to-reach windows. The squeegee side attachment 
removes water quickly and your ENJOfil can be used to dry any 
water runoff.

Pro Tips? Clean your windows in the shade and dry them with 
your ENJO for a clean and streak-free shine. The ENJO Plus 
Line Duo Glove is multi-purpose, ideal for your three Ws: wood, 
windows and walls.

 

Main London location:
240 Richmond Street

p. 519.601.3666

 

2nd London location:
Brydges Street Merchant Market

1255 Brydges Street

   
 

 

  
   

  

   

TIMELESS & UNIQUE

info@stanportleys.com
www.stanportleys.com
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vanGogh Furniture Paintology 
Products – Canadian Made
and Owned
WORKSHOPS  AVAILABLE    
INVENTORY & ADVICE
ONE-OF-A-KIND painted 
furniture 

+ colours of van Gogh fossil paint IN STOCK
Want to learn new techniques – ask about  
       “Studio Time”

We Don’t Just Sell Paint

SHOWROOM MONDAY TO FRIDAY 9 - 5, SATURDAY 9 - 3
2425 Oxford St. W., LONDON

519.473.1723
www.londonawnings.com

LEADER IN RETRACTABLE SOLAR SCREEN 
AND AWNING SYSTEMS
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PHIL MCHARDY
McHardy Vacuum

How do you tackle winter’s left-over dirt? Most vacuum 
cleaners are up to the job of deep carpet cleaning to get rid of 
sand and salt residue, but for really tough jobs we suggest carpet 
extractors, available for rent or purchase. 

What accessories do you recommend? A dust mop that 
cleans and dusts floors in one operation is our best-selling 
attachment. It’s a time-saver and works especially well on dark 
hardwood. Flexible crevice tools and a mop-head kit with 
hardwood detergent are also great. 

Special Advice? Put in a fresh bag and filter before you start 
your spring cleaning. Check your brush roll and belt, as well. If 
they’re clogged or worn, your machine can’t do its job properly.

Personal Favourites? BEAM’s central vacuum system or a 
Miele canister with deep-cleaning power hand. 

JANICE & JENNA SLATER
Fred & Bessie’s Mercantile

What is special about chalk and mineral paints or milk 
paints? Janice: They are super easy to work with and mistakes 
are not possible. If you don’t like the result just sand the surface 
and repaint. 

Friendly advice?  
Jenna: Find a piece that interests you then add a coat of milk 
paint or chalk and mineral paint for character. Acrylic paint is 
best for non-wood finishes. Janice: The brands say no prep is 
necessary but a light sanding never hurts. Use a good-quality 
brush, as well.

Can this kind of paint go on outdoor furniture? Janice: Yes, 
but if you use a chalk and mineral paint or a milk paint, be sure 
to apply a polyurethane top coat for durability. If using acrylic 
paint, no top coat is necessary.  OH

KAREN BLANCHARD
Natural Paws Pantry

How often should doggie get groomed? For curly coats, every four 
to six weeks. For a double coat, once in both spring and summer. Be 
sure to start off the season with a fresh groom that includes a nail trim. 
It seems everyone wants their dog groomed these days, so book ahead! 

What products do you recommend for the home groomer? I 
prefer shampoos that are as natural as possible, such as ones with an 
aloe and oatmeal base. I like Tropiclean shampoos. 

What other services do your offer? If you want to clean your house 
without the dog around, we have doggie daycare, Monday-Friday, 7 a.m.  
– 6 p.m., in a large climate-controlled indoor play zone as well as an 
outdoor space. Like the grooming, availability is limited so book ahead! 

A NEW GENERATION 
IN DECKING AND 

PATIO COVERS

NYLO decking is the strongest and impervious to 
moisture, mold and termites.

Constructed with recycled nylon carpets and 
fiberglass for added strength.

Our newly designed Vinyl Patio covers are very 
economically priced and comes in 5 colours.

We use tinted carbonate sheeting for the roof for 
added safety and U.V rays’ protection.

Please visit www.formafence.com 
or call 1-800-379-2125 for more info.

Dealer Inquiry Welcome

Give YOUR BUSINESS the  
benefit of premium  

exposure to our extensive  
targeted readership!

ADVERTISING INQUIRIES & SALES,  
PLEASE CONTACT: 

Sylvie Roth • 519.851.1041 
sylvie.roth@ourhomes.ca

ourhomes.ca/london

Advertise in our 
Summer Issue  
& get noticed!
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OUR HOMES SPECIAL ADVERTISING FEATURE 

HEY, CUPCAKE!  
Hey, Cupcake! is a family owned and operated bakery that 

provides customers with the opportunity to order unique 
cakes, hand crafted decorations on gourmet cupcakes, 

or even that special themed 
butter cookie that crowns 
your special event. We create 
everything by hand using 
only the freshest and finest 
ingredients. We craft all of 
our creations to ensure that 
we make everything  100% 
edible – Hey, Cupcake! never 

puts plastic products on anything we create, nor do we use 
additives or preservatives. 

 If you are just wanting to cheer up a friend, or celebrate a 
50th wedding anniversary, no event is too big or too small. Not 
sure what you would like, no problem, Hey, Cupcake! can turn 
your theme into a masterpiece that your friends and family will 
not soon forget.

Ever grateful  for our amazing customer support,  
Hey, Cupcake! likes to give back by supporting and sponsoring 
Make-a-Wish of SWO, Parkinson’s Awareness, as well as many 
other non-profit events in London. You may have seen us at 
London Knights’ games supplying lucky fans with a free cupcake.

Pop by to visit us 7 days a week and pick up a treat to 
brighten any day, we can’t wait to see you.
519.433.2253 (CAKE) • 275 Wharncliffe Road North
www.heycupcake.ca (Please see ad on page 29)

CREATIVE TRENDS PAINTING  
At Creative Trends Painting we provide a number of services 

to suit your residential and commercial painting needs. From 
staining and painting, to custom finishes, murals, and artwork. 

We’ve got you covered. Need some 
exterior painting done? We are 
trained, insured, and certified with all 
the proper safety equipment to get 
those hard to reach areas restored 
and looking beautiful again. We are 
elite professional painters who focus 
on the details and consider your 
home as our canvas. We strive to 

provide exceptional service and a unique experience from the 
start of your project all the way until the end. For our larger 
projects, we provide our clients with Interactive Estimates and 
Project Breakdowns. This custom form of presenting estimates 
allows you to see where each penny is going. It allows you 
to choose which areas are priority making it easier to suit 
your budget or timeline. There are built-in links to all product 
information, our website, and social media. This allows you to 
know exactly what you are getting and you can also use our 
social media to check us out, generate ideas, and get to know 
us. Book your free estimate at www.creativetrends.ca. A Trend 
is Starting, Create Yours.
519.860.8151 (Please see ad on page 11)

FRED & BESSIE’S MERCANTILE  
Fred & Bessie’s Mercantile at 432 Hamilton Road in London 

specializes in furniture paint for your home decor. Do you 
up-cycle and re-love furniture? You can give that family dresser 
or the garage sale-find a new lease 
on life with our paint lines. We are 
your exclusive area retailer for Miss 
Mustard Seed’s Milk Paint. Or try 
our Fusion paint for furniture or 
your kitchen cupboards. Whether 
you’re in the mood for a new pop of 
colour or want to coordinate your 
furniture for your home or cottage, 
we are here for you. No experience 
necessary. Not sure how to get started? Drop into the store or 
enroll in one of our reasonably priced workshops. You may also 
want to book a private class with a few friends...contact us for 
details at 226.377.1799.
227.377.1799 • 432 Hamilton Rd 
www.facebook.com/fredandbessies • www.fredandbessies.com 
(Please see ad on page 27)

COME AND EXPERIENCE THE GCW DIFFERENCE… 
SO GOOD TO COME HOME TO… 

GCW offers competitive pricing, superior craftsmanship, 
a wide selection of styles and innovative design options to 
customize your entire home. 
Our skilled professionals are 
able to turn your dreams 
into reality. Experienced 
design experts wil l  work 
with you to materialize your 
ideas with a wide variety of 
beautiful custom cabinetry, 
d e s i g n  t h a t  m a i n t a i n s 
functionality, and we’ll work 
to keep your project on-budget. Free design consultations 
and estimates available.

Showroom Locations and Hours:
We have 2 fabulous showrooms that display a variety of 

cabinetry – from traditional to transitional, and contemporary. 
Each location has  6,000 sq. ft. of cabinetry to see. Check out 
the James Bond themed conference room in St. Thomas, our 
awesome Man Cave and exquisite walk in closet in London!

London: Monday to Friday 8:30-5 • Saturday 9-4
St. Thomas: Monday to Friday 8:30-5
Take a tour!
Come out and take a tour of our brand new 80,000 state-

of-the-art manufacturing plant in St.Thomas! See the skilled 
craftsmanship and careful detail put into our cabinetry 
during every facet of construction.

Plant tours are available anytime during our regular hours. 
Well worth the trip to St. Thomas!
London: 519.668.3006 
St Thomas: 519.631.8373
www.gcwkitchens.com (Please see ad on page 37)

A MISCELLANY OF THE NEW,  
NEAT, UNIQUE, AND FABULOUS IN 

LONDON AND THE SURROUNDING AREA
>> SOURCE IT

APPLIANCES 
ARVA APPLIANCE CENTRE Page 39

ARTISTS/ART GALLERIES 
MARGARETHE VANDERPAS Page 23

AUDIO VIDEO/HOME AUTOMATION 
OMEGA AUDIO VIDEO Page 27

AWNINGS 
LONDON AWNINGS Page 41

BALCONIES & RAILINGS 
GLASS CANADA LIMITED Page 13, 15

BUILDERS/CUSTOM HOMES 
GENTRAC HOMES Page 27

SIFTON PROPERTIES LTD. Page 48

BUILDING SUPPLIES 
COPP’S BUILDALL Page 6

COUNTERTOPS/GRANITE & 
STONE 
BERNARDO GROUP LTD. Page 37

CUSTOM CABINETRY 
GCW CUSTOM KITCHENS &  
	 CABINETRY INC. Page 37, 45

JENNINGS FURNITURE & DESIGN Page 12

MARTIN JESKO CUSTOM CABINETRY Page 7

MÖBELHAUS FURNITURE & CABINETRY  
	 Page 39

RICK CARTER CABINETRY Page 23

SYLVIE’S INTERIOR DESIGN Page 23

DECKING/FENCING 
FORM A FENCE Page 43

FLOORING 
BERNARDO GROUP LTD. Page 37

BREEZEWOOD FLOORS Page 37

FOOD/DRINK/CATERING 
HEY, CUPCAKE! Page 29, 45

STEEL GRILL CATERING Page 29

HOME ACCENTS/COLLECTIBLES/
DECOR/FURNITURE 
AUSTIN & TAYLOR HOME FURNISHINGS  
	 Page 11

FRED & BESSIE’S MERCANTILE Page 27, 45

JENNINGS FURNITURE & DESIGN Page 12

MODERN LIVING LONDON – EQ3 Page 35

QUANTUM FURNISHINGS & DESIGN Page 23

REDECOR CONSIGNMENT Page 47

STAN PORTLEY’S Page 41

SYLVIE’S INTERIOR DESIGN Page 23

TRULY WOOD FURNITURE Page 15

HOME IMPROVEMENTS/ 
RENOVATIONS 
DUO BUILDING LIMITED Page 2

GENTRAC HOMES Page 27

PATON BROS. LTD. Page 3

HOT TUBS/SPAS/SAUNAS/POOLS 
BEACHCOMBER HOT TUBS Page 6

FOREST CITY POOL & PATIO Page 5

INTERIOR DESIGN 
SYLVIE’S INTERIOR DESIGN Page 23

KITCHEN & BATH 
BERNARDO GROUP LTD. Page 37

COPP’S BUILDALL Page 6

DUO BUILDING LIMITED Page 2

GCW CUSTOM KITCHENS &  
	 CABINETRY INC. Page 37, 45

GLASS CANADA LIMITED Page 13, 15

JENNINGS FURNITURE & DESIGN Page 12

LONDON BATH CENTRE Page 35

MARTIN JESKO CUSTOM CABINETRY Page 7

MÖBELHAUS FURNITURE & CABINETRY  
	 Page 39

PATON BROS. LTD. Page 3

RICK CARTER CABINETRY Page 23

SYLVIE’S INTERIOR DESIGN Page 23

LANDSCAPING/LAWN & GARDEN 
V & P’S TOPSOIL & LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES  
	 Page 13

LIGHTING 
LIVING LIGHTING Page 37

OMEGA AUDIO VIDEO Page 27

MILLWORK/TRIM/MOULDING 
COPP’S BUILDALL Page 6

NEW HOME COMMUNITIES 
MACGREGOR ENTERPRISES –  
	 INVERLYN LAKE ESTATES Page 17

SIFTON PROPERTIES LTD. Page 48

OUTDOOR STRUCTURES 
FOREST CITY POOL & PATIO Page 5

PAINTING & DECORATING 
CREATIVE TRENDS PAINTING Page 11, 45

FRED & BESSIE’S MERCANTILE Page 27, 45

PAINTING, PRIMING, BLASTING & 
STAINING 
CUSTOM SODA PREP & PAINT Page 27

THE PAINT & WOODCARE CO. Page 37

PET SERVICES 
NATURAL PAWS PANTRY Page 29

REAL ESTATE 
AGENT REALTY Page 4

CLAIRWOOD REAL ESTATE Page 9

SPECIAL ASSOCIATIONS 
NATURE CONSERVANCY CANADA Page 24

WINDOWS & DOORS 
COPP’S BUILDALL Page 6

GLASS CANADA LIMITED Page 13, 15

OUR HOMES attracts the area’s finest businesses to advertise in our pages, and utilize our unparalleled distribution and coffee-table appeal to 
market their products and services. We’re making it easier for you, our readers, to become educated as you plan your home-and real estate-related 
purchasing decisions. View these business ads online at www.ourhomes.ca/london

The listings below are organized alphabetically by industry.

OUR HOMES is committed to ensuring the businesses above appear under the correct headings. To make a correction, or to have your business 
listed under more than one heading, please email david.loopstra@ourhomes.ca. To have your business listed in our Home Resource Directory, call 
705.445.3392 to advertise.
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NISHINO VOTIVE 
CANDLE HOLDER:  
Glassybaby

PROFESSIONAL 
PEPPER MILL:  
Trudeau Corp.

CORAL APPLIQUE PILLOW 
COVER WITH BEADS: 
Williams-Sonoma Home

VERANDA COLLECTION: 
Crosley Furniture

MARSALA
PANTONE’S COLOUR OF THE YEAR

APACHE RED 
PAINT COLOUR: 
Benjamin Moore

ERRAI 
WALLPAPER: 
Trove

DIALLO SMALL 
CHANDELIER: 
Arteriors

THREE-PIECE AMIGOS 
VASE SET: CB2

STAUB CAST IRON TEAPOT: 
Zwilling J.A. Henckels

STAND MIXER: KitchenAid

See more online at ourhomes.ca/mag/marsalaonline

MARIN RED DINNERWARE 
COLLECTION: Crate & Barrel

30-INCH 
CLASSIC 
GAS RANGE: 
Heartland 
Appliances

Colour_of_the_Year.indd   2 2015-02-27   9:44 AM

WWW.REDECORCONSIGN.COM

1055 Sarnia Road, 
London ON N6H 5J9 226.884.4144

ReDECOR’s showroom features 3000 square feet of gently used, 
upscale furniture and home accessories at a fraction of the original price. 

Contemporary, antique, vintage, traditional or modern decor have been carefully 
selected for your consideration. ReDECOR offers the rare combination of 

elegance with value. Unique, one of a kind finds are here today, sold tomorrow.

46  |  ourhomes   S P R I N G  2 0 1 5

f inishing touch



Homes built for life.

Sunday will always be special.

Bring little ones and parents together to celebrate 

family in a home built by Sifton. From open concept 

designs, to solid construction and high-end fi nishes, 

Sifton concentrates on craftsmanship, so you can 

concentrate on life.

Sifton.com

519.434.1000

Energy Star® Homes. Private Décor Centre. 
Building in 8 Great Communities.


